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       Chapter 3: Annex B

Form 2A: Traders Interview – Baseline 
	District 
	Market/Town
	Date
	Interviewers


1) General Questions about trader’s operations in reference year and current year 
Ask these questions to one of each: typical large, medium and small traders who trade in STAPLE crops of key income-generating commodities 
	Name of Trader:
	

	How long have you been trading?
	

	What transport do you have access to?
	

	Max storage capacity: 
	

	Member of trader or farmer association?
	

	Main communication technology:
	

	Other main income (other than trade):
	

	Petty trader, Retailer or Wholesaler?
	

	Classification of relative size 
	  Smallest        Small         Medium         Large       Largest

	Competition (when buying) (# traders) 
	


	
	REFERENCE YEAR:

	Commodities traded

	Rank most important commodities traded; 


Explain any seasonal variation in type of commodities traded
	(1)

(2)

(3)

	Volume/week handled of main commodities (give range: 
[min qty] – [max qty])
	(1)

(2)

(3)

	Main supplier(s) of major commodity: 

	

	Was there much fluctuation in supply?  If yes, main reasons for fluctuation


	

	Main customers for this commodity:

	

	Was there much fluctuation in demand?  If yes, main reasons for fluctuation in demand

	

	Trading Operations

	Means of transport of goods to market? (explain any seasonal difference)


	

	Access to credit? Type of creditor
 / limit / terms): 


	

	Did you extend credit extended to customers?  How many?  On what terms?
	

	Access to market information: what, source, how reliable is it?    
	

	Marketing Margins

	For commodity (1), how much did it cost you to transport the goods to this market?
	Commodity:

	Did you have to pay taxes on the purchase?  Road taxes or other charges along the way?
	

	Did you have to cross a border?  If so, were there any formalities?
	

	What is the most risky part of your business?
	

	Market Regulation & Government intervention

	Which market regulations influence your business?  
	

	Does the government intervene in the market? If so, how?
	

	Marketing Constraints and Opportunities

	Main marketing constraints in reference year; and now
	

	Which commodities will have good future demand?
	

	Which are the most lucrative markets
	


( NOW GO TO Q 2 (FOOD CROPS) OR Q3 (CASH CROPS) OR Q4 (LIVESTOCK)
2) FOOD CROP TRADE 




Reference Year: 


Ask these questions to food crops WHOLESALERS. This page seeks greater detail on food crops.
Name of Trader: __________________________________________

	FOOD CROPS
	Trading in reference year

	
	Main food crop traded 
	Second food crop traded

	Name of food crop
	
	

	Seasonality in the reference year

a) Peak trading month:

# bags traded (on average)

Average price 
b) low trading period

# bags traded (average)

Average price
	
	

	IMPORTED FOOD CROPS:

Identify main supply source in the reference year, together with any important intermediate markets to indicate a trade route.  Record names and locations of markets, which can include “local markets”.  
	Season imported:


	

	
	Source market outside LZ:


	

	
	Intermediate market:


	

	
	Destination within LZ:


	

	EXPORTED FOOD CROPS:

Identify main destination markets in the reference year, together with any important intermediate markets to indicate a trade route.  Record names and locations of markets, which can include “local markets”.  
	Season exported:


	

	
	Source market within LZ:


	

	
	Intermediate market:


	

	
	Destination outside LZ:


	

	Main trade routes in a “bad” year, if different from the reference year. Give reasons for differences.
	
	

	Describe recent price trends, and explain 


	
	

	Marketing constraints


	


3) CASH CROP TRADE



Reference Year: 


Ask these questions to cash crops WHOLESALERS
Name of Trader: __________________________________________

	CASH CROPS
	Trading in reference year

	
	Main cash crop traded 
	Second cash crop traded

	Name of cash crop
	
	

	Seasonality in the reference year

a) Peak trading month:

# bags traded (on average)

Average price 

b) low trading period

# bags traded (average)

Average price 
	
	

	Identify main source and destination markets in the reference year, together with any important intermediate markets to indicate a trade route.  Record names and locations of markets, which can include “local markets”.  
	Season exported:


	

	
	Source market within LZ:


	

	
	Intermediate market:


	

	
	Destination outside LZ:


	

	Main trade routes in a “bad” year, if different from the reference year. Give reasons for differences.


	
	

	Describe recent price trends, and explain 


	
	

	Marketing constraints:


	


4) LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS

Ask these questions to cash crops WHOLESALERS
Name of Trader: __________________________________________

	
	Trading within, into and out of this food economy zone

	
	Main type of livestock or livestock product
	Second type of livestock or livestock product

	Name of livestock 
	
	

	Seasonality in the reference year

a) Peak trading month:

# bags traded (on average)

Average price 

b) low trading period

# bags traded (average)

Average price 
	
	

	Identify main source and destination markets in the reference year, together with any important intermediate markets to indicate a trade route.  Record names and locations of markets, which can include “local markets”.  
	Season traded:


	

	
	Source market:


	

	
	Intermediate market:


	

	
	Destination market:


	

	Main trade routes in a “bad” year, if different from the reference year. Give reasons for differences.


	
	

	Describe recent price trends, and explain 

	
	

	Marketing Constraints


	


























� Supplier / Relative / Microfinance institution (MFI) / Co-operative / local group / Bank 
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