


Oromiya Livelihood Profile
Population by Livelihood Zone and Kebele (2007)
Woreda: Yubdo
Zone: West Wellega

Woreda population 40,511

Livelihood Zone: Livelihood Zone: Livelihood Zone:

LZ Population: 40,511 LZ Population:
Population by Kebele: Population by Kebele: Population by Kebele:
Aleku Ayera 2,428
Aleku Dachea 3,121
Aleku Degoma 2,515
Aleku Geberiale 3,139
Aleku Guteebuna 1,888
Bote Aira 2,942
Burayou Bekea 3,489
Cheliya 1,595
Cheliya Geateno 1,427
Cheliya Yemo 2,128
Chesa Boree 2,164
Jarso Boloso 3,488
Jarso Kometo 2,954
Jawi Kobeshea 783
Muchie Aira 1,654
Were Gutu 2,175
Yemaloge Aira 2,621

Nole-Meko-Diga Teff & Cattle

Note: The 2007 woreda population is that estimated by the Central Statistical Authority. The list of kebeles 
in the woreda was taken from the 1994 census and each kebele's 2007 population calculated by 
multiplying the 1994 census figure by the increase in total woreda population since 1994. Information from 
the 1994 census was used in preference to other sources of information since this represents the main 
offical source of population data for the woreda. Difficulties were encountered due to changes in woreda 
and kebele boundaries since 1994. Many kebeles have been combined since 1994. Where kebeles have 
been renamed or combined since 1994, woreda officials were asked to assign the old 1994 kebele to one 
or other new kebele in the woreda. It was sometimes not possible to locate a kebele (e.g. because 
woreda officials did not recognize the name or did not include the kebele in their list). In these cases an 
'unknown' category has been included in the population analysis. A 'not assigned' category has also been 
included for livelihood zone. Kebeles included in the 'not assigned' category could not be assigned to any 
of the livelihood zones in the woreda.  
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Content of the Woreda Profiles 
 
The Woreda Profiles are a compilation of the livelihood information directly relevant to a single 
woreda. They provide a map of the woreda showing the livelihood zones within the woreda, 
population data by Kebele and livelihood zone within the Woreda, the relevant livelihood zone 
profiles and the key parameters (indicators) for monitoring within the woreda. Please note that 
sources of food and income, whilst typical of the livelihood zone, might not be found in all woredas 
within the livelihood zone.  
 
 
Urban Populations  
 
Urban HEAs have not been completed for Ethiopia. Large urban centres are not included in the 
livelihood baselines. 
 
 
Source of Population Data 
 
Note: The 2006 Woreda population is that estimated by the Central Statistical Authority. The list of 
Kebeles in the Woreda was taken from the 1994 census and each Kebele's 2006 population 
calculated by multiplying the 1994 census figure by the increase in total Woreda population since 
1994. Information from the 1994 census was used in preference to other sources of information 
since this represents the main official source of population data for the Woreda. Difficulties were 
encountered due to changes in Woreda and Kebele boundaries since 1994. Many Kebeles have been 
combined since 1994. Where Kebeles have been renamed or combined since 1994, Woreda officials 
were asked to assign the old 1994 Kebele to one or other new Kebele in the Woreda. It was 
sometimes not possible to locate a Kebele (e.g. because Woreda officials did not recognize the 
name or did not include the Kebele in their list). In these cases an 'unknown' category has been 
included in the population analysis. A 'not assigned' category has also been included for livelihood 
zones. Kebeles included in the 'not assigned' category could not be assigned to any of the livelihood 
zones in the Woreda. 
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Nole - Meko – Diga Teff & Cattle (NTC)  
Item Key Parameter - Quantity Key Parameter – Price 
Crops • Teff Production 

• Maize production 
• Sorghum   ,, 
• Barely   ,, 
• Field pea   ,, 
• Beans     ,, 
• Noug 

• Teff price  
• Maize  price 
• Sorghum  price 
• Barely   price 
• Field Pea price 
• Beans Price 
• Noug price 
 

Livestock production • Cattle sale  
• Cow milk production 
• Butter sale 
• Sheep sale 
• Chicken 
• Egg sale 
• Goat sale 

• Cattle price 
• Butter price 
• Sheep price 
• Chiken price 
• Egg price 
• Goat price 
 

Other food and cash 
income 

• Coffee production 
• Agricultural labour rate 
• Fire wood sale 
• Construction labour 
• Tree sale 

 

• Coffee price 
• Labour  price rate  
• Fire wood price 
• Construction labour rate 
• Tree price 
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Livelihood Profile 
Oromiya Region, Ethiopia 

 
 Nole-Meko-Diga Teff and Cattle (NTC) LZ                     February 2009

Zone Description 

Nole-Meko-Diga Teff and Cattle (NTC) livelihood zone 
is located in Iluababora administrative zone of Oromiya 
region. It shares its western border with the West 
Wollega zone. Woredas located here include Dega, 
Meko, Borecha, Gechi, Chora, Haru, Dabeso and Nole 
Kaba, Haru and Supena Sodo. The main category of 
livelihood is mixed farming (crop and livestock 
production). The agro ecology is a mix of midlands or 
woinadega and lowlands or kola. The topography is 
predominantly undulating, hilly, valleys and some plains. 
Vegetation coverage consists of natural forests, bush and 
grasslands. Rivers the Dedesa, Gibe, Sese, Sotelo, Lega 
Sedidan, Kirma, Dabena, Wodesa, Bule, Kumbabe, and 
Dora. The highway from Addis Ababa to Jimma, Metu 
and Gambela cross the livelihood zone.  
Other natural resources found here are timber and sandstone. Major towns include Yanfa, Bedele, Gechi, Chora, 
Debeso, Nole Kaba, Dega and Meko. The population is considered moderately dispersed. This is a highly 
productive food surplus area with fertile sandy, sand loam and clay (black and red) soils. It receives rainfall in the 
range 1000-2200 mm per year. Agriculture is mainly rain fed and supported by irrigation in valleys and along 
riversides. The long rainy season of Genna is the most important season for crop and livestock production.  
 
The major crop grown in the area is teff. Other crops include maize, sorghum, barely, beans, noug and coffee. Teff, 
maize and sorghum are grown for home consumption as well as sale.  Coffee too is cultivated on a small scale for 
sale. Oxen plows and hand digging are methods used to prepare fields. Land preparation, weeding and harvesting 
are the most labor-intensive agricultural activities. Better-off households hire local labor for weeding and 
harvesting. Rust, blight and aphids are the main pests and diseases that affect crop production. Rust affects teff, 
blight affects maize and aphids affects peas and beans. Treatments are available in local markets and are also 
supplied to by the regional Bureau of Agriculture and Rural Development (BOARD). To boost production 
households apply artificial fertilizer (DAP and Urea) and use selected seed varieties of maize made available 
through BOARD as well as local markets. 
 
Cattle, sheep, goats, donkeys and chickens are the main types of livestock kept. Animals free graze on grasses and 
crop residues. Water sources for animals in wet and dry seasons are major springs and minor rivers. There is no 
expense for watering livestock. Cattle, sheep and goats are sold as well as butter and eggs. Milking cows are 
replaced from within the herd while oxen are replaced both from within the herd and through purchase. Households 
slaughter shoats and cattle during festival and holidays in September, April and February. Boys and elders are 
responsible for taking care of livestock. Blackleg, Pasteurellosis, anthrax, internal and external parasites, 
trypanosomiasis and African Horse Disease are the main diseases affecting livestock. Black leg and trypanosomiasis 
affect shoats and cattle while anthrax affects only cattle.  Treatments are either supplied by BOARD or available in 
the market.   
 
Another important economic activity is honey production which is done by men in nearby forests and backyards. 
Teff, maize, sorghum, barely, field pea, beans, noug production are key parameters to be monitored in terms of their 
quantity and price. Cattle sale, cow milk production, butter sales, sheep sales, chicken and egg sales and goat sales 
price including quantity sold are key parameters to be monitored. Coffee production, agricultural labour rate, fire 
wood sale, construction labour and tree sales are key parameters to be monitored as well.  

Field work for the current profile was undertaken in Feb 2009 the information presented refers to Nov 2006-Oct 2007 
(EC Nov. 1999 to Oct 2000), a normal/good year by local standard Provided there are no fundamental and rapid 
shifts in the economy, the information in this profile is expected to remain valid for approximately five years (i.e. 
until 2013).  The exchange rate January 2007 1USD = 9.19 ETB. 

s. 
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Markets 

Market access is good due to major roads in the zone and proximity of localities to urban centers. Teff, maize and 
sesame are the main crops traded. The business route for teff and maize begins from local market Yanfa/ Gechi/ 
Bedele/ Dega/ Meko/ Chora JimmaAddis Ababa and from local market Yanfa/ Gechi/ Bedele/ Dega/ Meko/ 
Chora→ Nekemte Gabella respectively. The business route for sesame starts with local market of Borecha  and 
ends in Adddis Ababa. The peak sale is during the harvest period in the months of September to January. Among 
livestock cattle, sheep and goats are sold to generate income. Sheep and cattle sale follow the same trade routes as 
crops. Sales are highest around holidays in September, January and April. Maize and barley are staple food crops 
purchased by households when stocks are low. Maize is brought to local markets from Adama and Shashamane. 
The official exchange rate during the reference year 1USD is equivalent to 8.676 ETB.  

 Seasonal Calendar 

 
The agricultural year begins in April with preparation and clearing of land for long maturing crops, maize and 
sorghum. The consumption year begins in October when green harvest is available. There are four seasons: Genna 
is a main rainy season (June to October); Bona the dry period (January to February); Arfasa the short rains (March 
to May); and Birra the harvest season (November to December). The Genna rains are important for short cycle crop 
planting and Arfasa rains are key for land preparation and planting of long cycle crops. Teff is planted in June and 
July; maize and sorghum are planted in April and May.  Teff is weeded in September and harvested from November 
to December. Maize is weeded in June and July and sorghum from July to August. The harvesting time for teff, 
maize and sorghum stretches from November to January. Livestock sales are highest in January, September and 
April (during holidays and New Year celebrations). It is also this time when the physical condition of livestock is 
relatively improved due to availability of water and crop residue. In-heat periods are March –April and November – 
December. Milk production runs from June to November and births are highest in the wet season, July to 
September. Local labor (weeding and harvesting) is available from July to December. Food purchases are highest 
from July through September, coinciding with the hunger season when stocks run out. 
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Wealth Breakdown 
                                               

 
 

Land owned, crops cultivated and livestock holdings are the major source of wealth difference. All wealth groups 
except for the better-off posses less than a hectare of land.  Better-off households own more than double the amount 
of land of the poorer households. All wealth groups cultivate teff, maize, barley and sorghum; however receive 
different amounts of yield. Coffee, an important cash crop, is not produced by the very poor group. The ownership 
of livestock increases across the wealth group. Better-off and the middle households own 5-7 and 3-4 oxen 
respectively that help them to get more production, these groups own 12-24 and 7-15 heads of cattle as well. The 
poor and very poor household own 0-2 and 0-1 oxen respectively. Household size increases with relative wealth and 
it is found in the range of 7-9 for the better-off and 4-6 for very poor households. On top of having more labor, 
better-off and middle households hire labor to work on their fields. Another wealth difference is the ownership of 
pack animals. The better-off and middle groups posses donkeys, mules and horses which the poorer groups lack. 
Most households have some eucalyptus trees. 

Sources of Food – Normal/Good Year (2006-2007) 
The main source of food is own crop production 
with all households getting over 70% of food needs 
from their own fields. This is supplemented by 
purchase and a small amount of livestock products. 
All wealth groups produce and consume mainly 
teff. Other food crops grown by all households are 
maize, barley and sorghum. Field peas, beans and 
noug are grown/consumed by only wealthier 
households. Poorer wealth groups depend on the 
market in order to fill the gap they left with. 
Annual food purchased food decreases across 
wealth groups with only poorer households 
purchasing staple grains (maize and barley). All 
households purchase pulses and oil. Better-off 
households also purchase meat and sugar. The 
annual food need covered from livestock product is 
relatively minor (in the range of 3-7% for better-off 
and middle households) and is largely the 
consumption of butter.  

In the graph, food access is expressed as a percentage of 
minimum food requirements, taken as an average food 
energy intake of 2100 kcals per person per day. 

Nole Meko-Diga Teff and Cattle (NTC) LZ 
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Sources of Cash – Normal/Good Year (2006-2007) 
 

The graph provides a breakdown of total cash income according 
to income source. 

The main sources of income are own crop sales, 
sale of livestock and livestock products. 
Agricultural labor and self-employment are 
additional sources of income of particular 
importance for the poorer wealth groups. The 
income from crop and livestock sale increase 
with wealth.  The main crop sold by all wealth 
groups is overwhelmingly teff. Other crops sold 
include sorghum, maize, barley, honey and 
noug.  The middle and the better-off also sell 
pulses and all except the poor sell some coffee 
or flax.  The main labor done by the poorer 
wealth groups is weeding and harvesting.  The 
very poor also do construction labor. Self-
employment activities include collecting and 
selling firewood. 

Annual income 
(ETB) 1700-2300 2350-3350 5800-6800 

7600-
8600 

 

Expenditure Patterns Normal/Good Year (2006-2007) 

All wealth groups purchase non-staple food, 
household items, inputs, social services and cloths. 
Only the poorer wealth groups purchase staple food 
(maize and sorghum).  Non-staple food purchases 
include pulses (either peas or beans), oil and onions 
purchased. Sugar is purchased by all but very poor 
households and meat purchased by middle and better-
off households. Expenditure on inputs, which can be 
considered as a way of sustaining and improving the 
livelihoods, increases with wealth. All wealth groups 
spend money on livestock drugs, tools, seeds and 
fertilizers.  The middle and better-off also hire labour. 
Expenditure on household items, social services 
(health care and education) and cloths for the family 
members increases across the wealth group.  

 
The graph provides a breakdown of total cash expenditure 
according to category of expenditure. 

Hazards 

Rust, blight, stalk borer and aphids are chronic hazards affecting crops. Rust affects teff, blight affects maize and 
aphids affects peas and beans. Periodic hazards affecting crop production every two to three years are armyworm 
and lady bird beetles. The main livestock diseases are black leg, pasteurellosis, anthrax, internal and external 
parasite, trypanosomiasis and African Horse Disease. Black leg and trypanosomiasis affect ovine & bovine while 
anthrax affects bovine. Black leg and Pasturelosis affects cattle and Internal parasite affects cattle and shoats.  

Coping Strategies 
To prevent the impacts of crop loss from pests and disease, households apply treatments and pesticides. Households 
also use drugs and treatments for livestock supplied by BOARD or available in the market. During hazard times 
households will adopt strategies to maximize income mainly though increasing the amount of crop and animals 
sold, switching expenditures and minimize non-essential spending. Very poor and poor households migrate to local 
towns in search of extra income.  
 
Indicators of imminent Crises 

 Patterns of heavy rains and excessive rain 
 Unsustainable / Increased sale of livestock  
 Stocks getting run out 
 The over all price trends show upward  
 Increase movement of population to urban centers 
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Nole Meko-Diga Teff and Cattle (NTC) LZ 
 

 

Summary 
 Nole-Meko-Diga Teff and Cattle (NTC) livelihood zone is located in Iluababora administrative zones of Oromiya 
region. The main category of livelihood is mixed farming (crop and livestock production). The agro ecology is a 
mix of midlands or woinadega and lowlands or kola. The topography is predominantly undulating, hilly, valleys 
and some plains. The livelihood zone is considerer moderately dispersed. This is a highly productive food surplus 
area with fertile sandy, sand loam and clay (black and red) soils. The major crop grown in the area is teff. Other 
crops include maize, sorghum, barely, beans, noug and coffee. Teff, maize and sorghum are grown for home 
consumption and for income too.  Coffee is grown in small scale for income purpose. Cattle, sheep, goats, donkeys 
and chickens are the main types of livestock kept. Market access is good due to major roads in the zone and 
proximity of localities to urban centers. Teff, maize and sesame are the main crops traded. Land owned, crops 
cultivated and livestock holdings are the major source of wealth difference. All wealth groups except for the better-
off posses less than a hectare of land. The main source of food is own crop production with all households getting 
over 70% of food needs from their own fields. This is supplemented by purchase and a small amount of livestock 
products. All wealth groups produce and consume mainly teff. The main sources of income are own crop sales, sale 
of livestock and livestock products. Agricultural labor and self-employment are additional sources of income of 
particular importance for the poorer wealth groups. The income from crop and livestock sale increase with wealth.  
The main crop sold by all wealth groups is overwhelmingly teff. All wealth groups purchase non-staple food, 
household items, inputs, social services and cloths. Only the poorer wealth groups purchase staple food. Rust, 
blight, stalk borer and aphids are chronic hazards affecting crops. Periodic hazards affecting crop production every 
two to three years are armyworm and lady bird beetles. The main livestock diseases are black leg, pasteurellosis, 
anthrax, internal and external parasite, trypanosomiasis and African Horse Disease. During hazard times households 
will adopt strategies to maximize income mainly though increasing the amount of crop and animals sold, switching 
expenditures and minimize non-essential spending. Very poor and poor households migrate to local towns in search 
of extra income.  
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